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Widen Street, Church to Fall
Sunday, March 31, 1940 - The Milwaukee Journal

Old Summerfield, Build 83 Years Ago, 
Soon to Pass Under Wrecker’s Ax

“Old Summerfield,” standing stanchly for 83 
years, is in the path of the Kilbourn Ave. widening 
and in a few weeks will come tumbling down. 
But the old Cream City brick that make the walls 
of the church and the heavy timbers that carry its 
floor and roof will go into new buildings that will 
stand for more generations.

Time was when “Old Summerfield,” at the 
northwest corner of E. Kilbourn Ave. and N. Van 
Buren St. was “new Summerfield,” but that was in 
1857 when the dark clouds of the Civil War were 
gathering. What is now the lower east side was 
then the “upper east side” and was Milwaukee’s 
finest residential section. The many old churches 
in the area testify to the church going character of 
those early Milwaukeean.

Original Steeple Gone

Minus its original steeple, with the old Sunday 
school rooms on the first floor converted into 
stores and with a dance hall occupying the 
auditorium, “Old Summerfield” bears but slight 
resemblance to the stately church that stood among 
the fine homes of the tree lined streets of the east 
side of the early days of Milwaukee.

A faded photograph, first picture in an old album 
that preserves the historical record of the church 
and its pastors, tells how the church looked in 
its early days. The historical album is a prized 
possession of the pastor of the church today, the 
Rev. O. D. Cannon.

Even in its remodeled state, the splendid lines of 
the old building shine through, to delight architects 
of today. In its prime, “Old Summerfield” was one 
of Milwaukee’s most beautiful churches. It had the 
plain, simple dignity of the old churches of New 
England whence came many of its early members.

The Methodist pioneers were among the first to 
build a church in Milwaukee. The old records tell 
that a south side edifice was the first Methodist 
church in the city. Summerfield traces its history 
back to what was known as the Grove Street city 
mission. Later the congregation met on old Spring 
St. (now Wisconsin Ave) and N. Water St. and in 
1852 started a mission at 328 N. Jackson St.

Panic Brought Foreclosure

In 1853 the Rev. S. C. Thomas was appointed 
pastor and plans were made for a new church 
on a site that had been purchased at Biddle St. 
(now E. Kilbourn) and N. Van Buren St. The 
name Summerfield was chosen to honor John 
Summerfield, an early evangelist who kept the 
light of Methodism burning in the old Northwest 
Territory out of which Wisconsin was carved.

When the Summerfield edifice was dedicated in 
1857, members of the congregation pledged total 
subscriptions of $12,000, which would have paid 
for the church. But that same year the panic hit the 
country and only $3,000 could be collected.

With sinking hearts, the members saw the 
mortgage foreclosed and the property advertised 
for sale. But they went to work with a will. One 
member raised vegetables and gave the money to 
the church. Women who lived in the old east side 
mansions left household affairs to their maids and 
went out sewing. The ladies’ aid society did heroic 
work. In a few years the property was redeemed 
and the mortgage burned.

Became Dance Hall

For many elderly Milwaukeeans who worshiped 
in the old church its passing will bring poignant 
memories of baptisms, marriages, and funerals. 
The congregation has had many widely known 
members. One who holds an abiding affection for 
“Old Summerfield” is Thomas Huckner, now head 
of the New York Life Insurance Co. who was a 
Sunday school teacher then when he was a young 
Milwaukeean.
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The pipe organ, now rebuilt in the Summerfield 
Church at E. Juneau and N. Case St., was 
purchased in 1869. It was priced at $3,500, but 
the cost was too great and $500 was shaved off the 
price before it was purchased.

The cornerstone of the present church was laid 
in 1904. When the old edifice was abandoned, 
it became the Castle Hall of Wisconsin Lodge 
No. 1, Knights of Pythias. The auditorium where 
famed pastors like Dr. Samuel Fallows, a Civil 
War chaplain, and Dr. H. C. Tilton had preached 
eloquent sermons, resounded to dance music. 
Many of the gay parties of east side folk of the 
early days of the new century were held in the hall.

The old Sunday school rooms in the basement 
were remodeled and made into stores. The 
basement walls along old Biddle St. were cut 
away and the weight of the upper story carried 
on heavy iron millers, the remodeling work 
greatly altered the appearance of the building.
The city purchased the property from the Hanawa 

Realty Co., owners for a number of years, paying 
the present assessed valuation of $37,000.

The wrecking work will be part of the WPA 
program of tearing down structures in the way of 
the street widening.

NOTE: The stained glass medallions at New 
Summerfield came from this church location.

When the old church was being torn down and 
it was time to remove the windows, Dr. Stansell 
spend hours at the site, waiting for the workmen to 
bring each medallion to him as it was removed.

Often he was asked to explain the various symbols 
portrayed in the windows.

Several of the medallions were framed and put on 
display at locations around the new church, like 
the downstairs alter. Of the original 15 medallions, 
14 surrive to this day.

1939
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1860s

Van Buren & Biddle Streets
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Summerfield 
Methodist Episcopal Church

This church is situated on the North West corner 
of Biddle and Van Buren Streets. In the fall of 
1852, a few of the members of the Spring Street 
Station, aided and encouraged by their preacher, 
Rev. Samuel C. Thomas, conceived the idea 
of organizing a Society on the East side of the 
Milwaukee River, as a nucleus, around which 
a congregation might ultimately cluster, in that 
beautiful and eligible part of the City, and with 
that view, bought a lot from Wm. H. Byron, Esq., 
on Jackson Street, between Biddle and Martin, 
for $1,150, and purchased the Old Universalist 
Church, which stood on the corner of Main and 
Michigan Sts., and put it on this lot. A society 
was organized in accordance with the discipline 
of the M.E. Church, under the name and style of 
the “Jackson Street Station,” and the Rev. I.M.S. 
Maxon, filled the pulpit until the meeting of the 
Annual Conference in 1853, which conference 
appointed Rev. Jabez Brooks, as the Preacher 
in charge. In 1855, Rev. S.C. Thomas was 
appointed by conference, to this charge; in the 
meanwhile, the old Spring Street Church was 
destroyed by fire, the land sold, and the sum of 
$4,000 generously donated to this charge, toward 
building a new church.

The Society, encouraged by this act of generosity, 
on the part of their brethren, determined, not 
withstanding the smallness of their membership, 
and their limited means, to enter upon the work 
of building a new Church and Parsonage. They 
bought a lot of Samuel A. Field, Esq., on the 
corner of Biddle and Van Buren Sts., for $5,500 
and contracted for the building of the Church and 
Parsonage that now adorns that location. John 
Roberts is the contractor for the mason work, 
and George Southwell, Jr., for the carpenter work 
and painting. On removing from Jackson St. 

to the new house, the name of the organization 
was changed to “Summerfield M.E. Church,” in 
honor of the brightest Lights that has adorned the 
religious world in the present century.

The Church and Parsonage are built of brick, 
with stone foundation, stone caps and sills, and 
slate roof. The Church is 54 by 95 feet, with a 
basement 12 feet high, entirely above ground, 
containing a lecture room, a furnace and class-
rooms, study and vestibule, with a stairway at 
each end of the vestibule, to land in a vestibule 
on the main floor, which opens into an audience 
room, 50 by 75 feet, which will be seated in 
modern style and carpeted, and seats upholstered 
uniformly throughout.

It has a gallery at the east and over the vestibule, 
and will have a steeple about 50 feet high.

The parsonage is built to the west end of the 
Church, fronting on Biddle Street; it is 24 by 32 
feet, is set back ten feet, with a veranda, from 
which a door opens into the study; it is three 
stories high, with a basement, and furnished in 
modern style.

The health of the Rev. S.C. Thomas having 
failed, he was obligated to resign his pastoral 
relations in the spring of 1857, and the Rev. 
H.C. Tilton, of the East Maine Conference, was 
appointed in his place. The upper part of the 
Church is yet unfinished, but it is expected that it 
will be ready for dedication before the sitting of 
Conference, in August.

The Church and Parsonage, when finished, 
exclusive of the lot and upholstering, will 
cost about $20,000. It has a membership of 
about sixty.

1857-1858 Milwaukee County Churches

7
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1920s

Old Summerfield Location
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Post-Church modifications

Shops Added

1930s

1885

Steeple Removed
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Biddle Street location from 1857 - 1904. Stained Glass Medalians installed with construction in 1856.

Even though the Summerfield congregation had moved to the new Juneau Avenue location in 1905, the old church 
remained until 1940. At that time it was torn down to make room for the widening of Kilbourn Avenue. The building had 
been repurposed into a dance hall and shops, but the stained glass remained in place during those years. When the church 
was being torn down and it was time to remove the windows, Dr. Stansell spend hours at the site, waiting for the workmen 
to bring each medallion to him as it was removed. He was asked to explain the various symbols portrayed in the windows. 
There are six (6) light-box framed medallions (two built into the front of the Sanctuary with four designed to be hung at 
various locations. One (1) is built into an alter in the History Room. Of the remaining seven (7), two hang in the Sarsfield 
Room and five are displayed in the Atwell Lounge. No clear accounting existes of how many medallions were installed 
or later saved. But based on photographs of the Biddle Street location, 15 is the most realistic number. 6 along both the 
North and South sides, 3 along the East front, and none along the West back due to the parsonage. By this count, 14 of the 
original 1856 Stained Glass Medallions survive to this day at Summerfield. They remain a historic treasure.

West Back

Detail

1       2 3 4    5      6       7       8 9

South Side East Front

North Side 10       11       1 2      13       14     1 5      

Harp Crown Lamb Wheat Grapes

Dove Anchor Crown and Cross Chalice Trinity

Alpha and Omega Ten Commandments Holy Bible Harp

13

1856 Summerfield Stained Glass Medallions
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Allgemeine, wohlfeile Volks-Bilderbibel oder die ganze heilige Schrift des alten und 
Neuen Testaments, nach der Uebersetzung Dr. Martin Luther’s. Luther, Martin. Leipzig: 
Baumgärtners Buchhandlung, 1835-1837. Complete in 4 volumes. Lg. octavo. 971, 309, 
[1]pp. Three-quarter leather over marbled boards with maroon title labels & gold lettering 
on spine. Gold-ruled raised bands. Illustrated title-pages. 

Contains the Old and New Testament after the translation by Martin Luther. Illustrated 
with more than 500 b/w in-text drawings. Text in German, Gothic script. Some age wear 
on leather, abrasions on marbled boards. Stereotyp-Pracht-Ausgabe.

- Altes Testament
- Neues Testament
- Deutsche Theologen, German Theologians
- Author: Luther, Martin.
- Publisher: Baumgärtners Buchhandlung

There is no oral history 
or documentation about 
this German language 
Bible. However, its 
age and character 
suggest it is one of the 
earliest Bibles used by 
Summerfield.

14

Volks-Bilderbibel (Peoples Pictorial Bibel) 1855
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“The above shows the exterior view of the new church as it will appear when completed, the exterior will be faced with stone,
  the roof will be covered with black slate and the windows will be of art glass.”

 - Turnbull & Jones, Church Architects

Second Story Plan First Story Plan Basement Plan

1903

New Summerfield Church
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1974
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1950

2012

Juneau Avenue
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During his last hours, he most eloquently urged 
the church to take advance ground in its 
Missionary work. “Forward is the word,” said 
he, “no falling back. We must take the world for 
Christ. Say to our people, the Lord strikes the hour 
of opportunity louder than thunder on the dome 
of the sky. We must throw down our gold in the 
presence of God.” In exulting triumph he passed 
away, with the words “Sing and pray” 
and “Eternity dawns.”

Dr. Eddy dedicated the lecture rooms of our 
church, and about a year afterward the Audience 
room also, in connection with Bishop Foster. No 
minister of our church, or Bishop, was so welcome 
to our pulpit and homes, and none could attract so 
large an audience among us as he. It was said that 
the only time in our history when there were five 
in every pew, was when Dr. Eddy preached.

Mrs. Eddy writes, “I remember Mr. Eddy 
dedicating your church, and that the Summerfield 
people he highly esteemed, and felt that among 
them, he had friends, and I am sure that your 
kind thought of him now shows that he was not 
mistaken. I am glad that he is not forgotten.”

REV. THOMAS M. EDDY, D.D.

Son of Augustus Eddy, was born near Cincinnati 
in died in New York in 1874. He was baptized 
by Bishop McKendree, and at eleven years of 
age, united with the Methodist Episcopal church. 
At nineteen he entered the Indiana Conference, 
where, in the pastorate and presiding eldership, 
he remained until 1856.

At the age of thirty-three, he was elected Editor 
of the Northwestern Christian Advocate. In l869, 
he was transferred to a pastorate in Baltimore, 
MD., from there to the Metropolitan church at 
Washington, D.C. The General Conference of 
1872, elected him Missionary Secretary, and to 
this work he devoted the rest of his life.

compiled by Ralph Lane Lawrence, 1952

BIOGRAPHIES OF EARLY SUMMERFIELD PASTORS

REV. THOMAS M. EDDY, D.D.
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REV. S.C. THOMAS

Bro. Thomas entered the Erie Conference in 
1842, and before coming to Wisconsin in 1851, 
had served five appointments, and two years as 
Agt. of Allegheny College. In Wisconsin he has 
served Spring Street, Jackson St. and Summerfield 
in Milwaukee; Platteville, Lyons, Elkhorn, Fort 
Atkinson and Delevan; was Presiding Elder a term 
of four years each on Milwaukee and Jamesville, 
and for five years was financial agent of Lawrence 
University.

At the Conference of 1887, Bro. Thomas was not 
present, having taken a superannuated relation, 
and made a home for himself and wife in Florida.

Bro. Thomas was a man of large frame, -five 
feet, ten inches tall, whose gold glasses seemed 
an appropriate part of his solid substantial self. 
He was what would be called an old fashioned 
preacher, dealing chiefly with the plain themes of 
a real genuine heart changing religion. His was 
a hearty, happy religion, filling, with: its calm, 
sweet, joyous riches, all the hours of his life and 
work. Always the same even tempered, cheerful 
spirit, with an abounding measure of rare common 

REV. JABEZ BROOKS

Was born Sept. 18th, 1823, was converted at the 
age of twelve. Was licensed to preach in 1846 
on Lighthouse Point Circuit, Ill., Rock River 
Conference; Rev. Luke Hitchcock, Presiding 
Elder. Was ordained local Deacon by Bishop 
Waugh at Waukesha, Wis. in 1851. Joined Wis. 
Conference at Baraboo in 1853, and received his 
first appointment from Bishop Scott to Jackson St., 
now Summerfield church.

In 1854, he became Prin. of the Prep. Dep., 
of the Hamline Univ., Red Wing, Minn., and 
Preacher in charge of the church there. In 1857, 
he superannuated for 1 year, and was again placed 
at Red Wing for a term of two years. In 1861, he 
was elected Pres. of Hamline Univ., remained as 
such eight years, and is at present, Prof. of Greek 
in the Univ. of Minn. He graduated from Wes. 
Univ., Middleton, Conn. in 1850. Was a delegate 
to General Conference in 1864, and received the 
degree of D.D. from Lawrence Univ. in 1866. 

He writes: “I was the first Conference appointee 
to Jackson St. as a separate charge. Preaching had 
occasionally been held there. I gathered about 
twenty members to begin with, and reported ninety 
at the end of the Conference year.” “It was my 
privilege and honor to organize the first Sunday 
School, and we had a vigorous one throughout 
the year, upwards of a hundred scholars; also 
organized the first Board of Trustees, Stewards and 
Leaders. Among these were Bros. Austin, Elmore, 
Steever, Lakin, Emery, Chapman and Bailey.

There were three classes. The Leaders were 
Bros. Austin, Chapman, and sister Haskins.” 
“Our congregation was a singularly select one, 
and generally filled the little church. I had a 
delightful year with my little flock, and its 
recollections are among the most cherished 
ones of my ministerial life.”

REV. JABEZ BROOKS

REV. S.C. THOMAS
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In 1876 he was appointed a member of the State 
Board of Charities and Reform, and continued an 
active member till his death. 

He was a man of much influence in the church, 
and, in affairs of State, in church discipline or 
government and questions of a legal character, his 
opinions had great weight.

His genial, social nature made him hosts of 
friends. His pulpit efforts were of a high order, and 
he excelled as an “off-hand.” platform speaker. His 
executive and financial talents were superior, and 
it was said of him at the of his death that he had 
dedicated more churches and raised more money 
to pay off church debts than any other minister in 
Wisconsin.

REV. EDWARD COOKE, D.D.

Born Jan. 19, 1812 ,in Bethlehem, Grafton Co., 
N.Y. Was converted and joined the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at the age of sixteen. Prepared 
for College at the Maine Wesleyan Seminary, 

sense, he was ever a welcome visitor. His real 
speciality was his practical financial judgment. 
To that, exercised wisely, promptly and with rare 
personal sacrifice are we indebted for the existence 
of Summerfield Church to this time.

REV. HEZEKIAH CHASE TILTON, A.M.

He was born in Albion, ME. Aug. 30, 1818; died 
in Janesville, Wis., March 20, 1879. He entered 
the ministry and the Maine Conference in the 
spring of 1841. In 1857 he removed to Wis. 
Conference, Summerfield being his first charge in 
this State. He served as Pastor and Presiding Elder 
till 1861, when he went into the army as chaplain 
of the 13th. Regiment, Wis. Volunteers. He there 
contracted a disease by exposure and hardships, 
which finally brought him to his grave.

In 1864 he was elected to the State Legislature, 
and served one term. In 1875 he was nominated 
for Governor of the State by the Prohibition party, 
but declined the honor, as in his own language,”He 
did not think any substantial good could come of 
such a political movement at that time.”

REV. HEZEKIAH CHASE TILTON, A.M.

REV. EDWARD COOKE, D.D.
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REV. JAMES EMMETT WILSON

Was, to my youthful imagination, the model 
Methodist preacher. Nearly six feet tall, with 
large, well proportioned frame; with graceful 
movement and commanding presence, with a 
dark, flashing eye and beaming face; with a rich, 
muscular voice, trained to express all shades of 
feeling; with a logical mind, an orthodox faith, 
a vivid imagination, fine descriptive powers and 
a fair culture, he stood before us in the pulpit, a 
living embodiment of fervid Irish eloquence, to 
which his gentle Irish birth and blood gave him 
legitimate inheritance.

Bro. Wilson came to the Conference from the 
Methodist Protestant church, in which he had held 
a prominent position as a preacher and Secretary 
of their Conference. He was a man of genial spirit, 
affable manners and commanding eloquence. 

My acquaintance began with his two years at 
Spring St., continued with meeting as pastor of the 
1st. Methodist Church in St. Louis, and ended with 
his two years at Summerfield. In the meantime he 
had filled term at Christ Church, Pittsburg, one 

Kents Hill, having as fellow students, Davis W. 
Clarke, Joseph Cummings, George Lakin, Timothy 
O. Howe and two of the Washburnes, who 
afterwars became so famous as Statesmen, and 
also Hannibal Hamlin, late Vice Pres. of the U.S. 
He graduated at Wesleyan University, Middleton, 
Con. in 1838. He joined New Jersey Conference 
in 1843, afterward transferring to New England 
Conference. He was engaged in teaching, and as 
principal of schools of high grade as well as in 
preaching.

In 1855,he was transferred to Wisconsin 
Conference and appointed President of Lawrence 
University. He became Pastor of Summerfield 
l859, remained two years. He then removed to 
New England, and was Principal of Wesleyan 
Academy, Wilbraham, Mass., for ten years. 
From 1874 to 1884. he was President of Claflin 
University, S. Carolina. He was a member of the 
General Conferences of 1856 &1860. He was one 
of the Regents of Normal Schools in Wisconsin. 
He was also a member of the school board in 
Boston, and in Cambridge, Mass., and one of the 
Board of examiners of Harvard College.

He received the Degree of S.T. D. from Harvard 
University, 1855 . He was married July 29th., l859 
to Miss Mary Locke Emery of Kennebunk, ME.

Dr.  Cooke writes: “I am now a supernumerary 
of the New England Conference, and am nearly 
seventy-six years of age. I want to look once more 
into the faces of the Summerfield congregation. 
My life has passed away as a dream, and I have 
accomplished but very little for my dear Master. 
But this one thing I can say, it has left the sweet 
memory of many precious saints whom I have 
loved on earth, and whom I expect to great in 
Heaven!”

REV. JAMES EMMETT WILSON
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REV. PHINEAS B. PEASE

Died at his home in Fort Atkinson, Wis. on the 
10th. of Nov. 1881, in sure hope of a glorious 
resurrection. He was born of Christian parents 
at Lee, Mass. They moved to Ohio when he was 
twelve years old. He was soundly converted to 
God at the age of fifteen, at a camp meeting. He 
devoted several years to study in Oberlin and 
Berea Colleges, also at College in Olivet, Mich.

He was in 1840 to Miss Cornelia Reed. In 1845 he 
came to Wisconsin, and located at Miford, where 
he became very active in Christian work. In 1850 
he entered upon his ministerial life, and in 1854 
was ordained Elder by Bishop Simpson. He was 
Pastor of many important churches, and Presiding 
Elder for several terms. He was a member of the 
General Conference in 1872. He was stationed at 
Waukesha at the tint: of his death, and was about 
to remove his family there, when he was stricken 
with his last illness.

He said to his Presiding Elder: “Whether I pull 
through or not, it is all right. There is a perfect 

in Chicago, I think at Clark St., and afterward in 
Cleveland and other prominent churches, and died 
in the fullness of vigor sometime before 1870. 
To be prompt no the minute was a characteristic. 
Once, while here, the time arrived for prayer 
meeting, and there was no one present, but himself 
and the darky sexton, he began to read the hymn. 
During the first were his wife and I opened the 
door, and she exclaimed “Oh, don’t Mr. Wilson,” 
but he kept right on and finished without remark.

Without recalling his exact Words, I well 
remember the effect of one passage in a sermon 
on the Phillipian Jailer. He spoke of the bound and 
bleeding Paul & Silas fast in the stocks in the inner 
prison, thrilling the thick air with their triumphant 
songs, -and then pictured the midnight blackness 
cleft by the forked flash and the solemn silence 
broken by the crashing thunder and the walls 
rocking with the quaking earth, and the affrighted 
jailer springing forth trembling and desperate; and 
as he put the crash in his tone and the shaking in 
his gestures, and the final shock in the stamp of 
his foot, we could fairly feel the bursting doors, 
and see, as in the flash, the jailer horror struck, 
till calmed by the ‘Do thyself no harm,’ of the 
unflinching Paul.

So vivid were his descriptive powers.

REV. PHINEAS B. PEASE
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He was appointed Pastor of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at Appleton, and elected Prof. 
of Nat. Science in the Lawrence Univ., but he 
could not keep his heart from yearning for a part 
in the defense of his country. He was chiefly 
instrumental in organizing the 40th. Wis. Infantry, 
known as the Normal Regiment, from the fact that 
it was largely composed of teachers and students. 
He was made Lieutenant Colonel. He served 
afterward as Colonel of the 49th. Reg’t., and was 
at the close of the war brevetted Brigadier-General 
for meritorious services.

Upon returning to civil life, he was appointed 
to Summerfield church, and afterwards to 
Spring Street. During the latter pastorate, he 
was appointed by Governor Fairchild in 1871, 
State Supt. of public instruction, and was twice 
thereafter elected by the people to the same office.

The Degree of D.D. was confirmed by Lawrence 
Univ. in 1873. In 1874 he became President of 
Wes. Univ. at Bloomington, Ill. In 1875, he allied 
himself to the Reformed Episcopal movement, and 
accepted a call to St. Paul’s Church, Chicago, of 
which he is still Rector. In 1876, he was elected 
Bishop. He now has Episcopal supervision of the 
West and Northwest.

He has written several volumes, besides 
contributing to the current literature of the day, 
and has become a writer of considerable note.

understanding between me and my father in 
Heaven. I am in his hands and he will do  all 
things right. He makes no mistakes.” He believed 
in, preached and lived a Gospel which is able to 
save to the utmost. By its inspiration, his life was 
made wise and strong.

RIGHT REV. SAMUEL FALLOWS, D.D.

Was born in Manchester, England, in 1855. Came 
to this country in 1848, and settled in Wisconsin. 
He graduated at the University of Wisconsin in 
1859.

He was elected Vice-President of Gainsville 
Univ., and remained there two years,when he 
entered the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church,and was stationed at Oshkosh. While he 
was ministering to this church, the War of the 
Rebellion began. He resigned his charge, and 
became chaplain of the 2nd. Wis. Infantry. His 
health became so impaired that he returned home 
at the end of a year’s service.

RIGHT REV. SAMUEL FALLOWS, D.D.
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REV. JOHN HILL

Was born in the county of Downe, near Belfast, 
Ireland, Jan. 14, 1834, and died in Milwaukee 
May 1st., 1872. His parents were devout members 
of the Episcopal Church, and with their children 
came to this country and settled near Bristol, Ind. 
in 1846. They both died the same year.

At the age of fifteen he was converted. He entered 
Asbury University, and remained three years. 
He was received into the N. Indiana Conference 
in 1855. His health failed, and in the hope of 
regaining it ,he came to the Wis. Conference.

In 1869 he was appointed to Summerfield 
Church, remaining two years, when he received 
his last work at Bay View. He was thrown from 
a wagon while removing some ornamental trees 
to place in front of the parsonage, and survived 
but twenty-four hours. His wife and five children 
now live in Chicago. Brother Hill loved his 
own church deeply, but was truly catholic in his 
bearing to others. He was a successful minister 
in all departments of work, and hundreds were 
converted through his instrumentality in the 
various churches that he served.

REV. HENRY SUMMER WHITE

Was born in North Hoosick, Renssalaer Co., 
N.Y., April 7th, 1828. He was converted when he 
was fifteen, and joined the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. He graduated at the Biblical Institute 
Concord, N.H., in the class of 1852. He then 
joined the Providence Conference.

In January, 1865, he went into the army as 
Chaplain of the 5th. Regt. Artillery, Rhode Island 
Volunteers. He was prisoner of war six months. He 
returned in 1865, and has since been a member of 
the Detroit, Wisconsin & Michigan Conferences.

He has been a successful Pastor and Presiding 
Elder. He writes: “I am a lover of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, which has been to me a mother 
and Savior. My religious hopes are bright, and, 
knowing that here along, I must go to join the 
Great Army of the majority, I contemplate that 
event without dismay or concern.”

REV. HENRY SUMMER WHITE REV. JOHN HILL
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He served in the War of the Rebellion as chaplain 
of the 27th. Regiment of Wis. Volunteers.

In 1859 he was married to Miss Grace H. Bond of 
Buffalo, N.Y.

Dr. Stowe writes, that during his one year at 
Summerfield, though there were no special revival 
services, the congregations were well maintained, 
and there was a steady spiritual growth. Forty-
eight were added to the church, and substantial 
improvements were made in the parsonage, which 
ministered to the comfort and convenience of 
subsequent pastors. 

He is remembered among us as an excellent 
preacher and pastor, and thoroughly devoted to his 
church and to his work.

REV. WILLIAM PAGE STOWE, D. D.

He was of Methodist parentage and of Puritan 
ancestry. He was born in Haverhill, N.H., and 
came with his parents to Milwaukee in 1843. He 
was for a short time a member of the M.E. Sunday 
school held in the little old church on Martin St.

In 1844 the family settled near Fond du Lac, then 
an almost unbroken wilderness. Here he was 
converted and united with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in his seventeenth year.

In 1858 he graduated from Lawrence University, 
and immediately joined the Wis. Conference. 
His pastoral charges have been Sheboygan, 
Port Washington, Sharon, Racine, Oshkosh 
and Summerfield, and four years each on the 
Milwaukee and Janesville Districts.

In 1880 he was elected agent for the Western 
Methodist Book Concern. He has been honored by 
his Conference by being elected to four consecutive 
General Conferences, 1876,1880,1884 and 1888; 
and also by the degrees of A.M., and D.D. by his 
Alma Mater, of which he has long been a Trustee.

REV. WILLIAM PAGE STOWE, D. D.
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entertainments to be given in a church which we 
had not had before, for our necessities had been so 
great for money, that we looked upon this matter 
rather lightly.

Mr. Thayer was a fine preacher, of dignified and 
excellent presence in the pulpit, and a good pastor.

His wife and family of four little boys won all 
hearts. She was a beautiful woman; a lovely 
Christian character. She had a long illness, and 
died in our parsonage; the first death that had 
occurred there. Only one has occurred since.

REV. C. N. STOWERS

Was born Sept. 24th, 1855 in Prospect, ME. 
The families of both his father and mother were 
members of the Orthodox Congregational church. 
He was carefully reared in a religious home where 
an educated Christian character was considered the 
“chief end of man”. He enjoyed also the advantage 
of good,public and select schools, working in the 
mean time with his father on the farm, or as a 
young sailor with his kindred on the sea.

REV. OSCAR B. THAYER

Mr. Thayer was brought up and educated in the 
Epis. Church, and preached in that denomination 
for several years. He joined Wis. Con. and was 
appointed to Summerfield Church in 1873. Was 
here two years. 

During his pastorate, our piano was purchased. 
This was quite an event in our history, for we were 
carrying a heavy load of debt, and had it not been 
for the inspiration he gave us and the co-operation 
of Mr. Merwin, who led our choir, we would 
scarcely have thought we could afford so large an 
outlay.

Mr. Thayer kept up what was called Dime 
Readings once in two weeks during his pastorate, 
for this purpose, consisting of Readings, Music 
and Recitations, all of the very best that could 
be had from talent in the church and out of it. He 
prepared the programs himself, and took the care 
of it, and he was very fastidious as to the quality 
of the entertainments and the suitability to a sacred 
place. We date from his administration a
thoughtfulness and care as to the kinds of 

REV. OSCAR B. THAYER

REV. C. N. STOWERS
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REV. SAMUEL NEWELL GRIFFITH

Born in Pike, Wyoming Co., N.Y., May 12,1853. 
His father was a Methodist and his mother a 
Presbyterian. He was consecrated to God in 
Baptism in infancy, and named after a Missionary. 
His earliest impressions were religious, and he 
loved the Lord with great fervency in childhood. 
But no opportunity Was given him to join the 
church.

Dec. 31, 1852 he attended watch night services 
and began the year 1853 on his knees in prayer. 
Jan. 2nd. he joined the Methodist Episcopal 
Church on probation. Jan. 9th. at family worship 
he received the baptism of the Holy Ghost, and 
became indeed a child of God. Oct. 6th., 1855, he 
was licensed to preach, and entered Rock River 
Conference. He afterward went to College and 
graduated July 25th., 1861 at Lawrence University. 
He held the position of Professor of Mathematics 
in his Alma Mater for a year, and then entered 
Garrett Biblical Institute.

While prosecuting his studies, he supported his 
family by teaching and preaching. He graduated in 
1867, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. 

At the age of seventeen he attended his first 
Methodist meeting in Searsport, Me. while 
engaged as clerk in a business house, ad there he 
was converted under the ministry of Rev. R.B. 
Curtis, father of Dr. Olin A. Curtis, and joined the 
Methodist Episcopal church.

He soon entered the E. Maine Conference 
Seminary, Bucksport, Maine, having become 
convinced that it was his duty to preach. He 
graduated here in 1857, and in the Wes. Univ., 
Middleton,Conn. in 1860.

He married Miss Eliza L. Bowen, daughter of Rev. 
Elias Bowen of New York. He held a professorship 
in Wilbraham Acad., of Churches in Oneida 
Conference.

After his removal to the West, he was President 
of Upper Iowa Univ., Prof. of Mathematics at 
Lawrence Univ., and Pastor of several churches in 
Wis. Conference.

In 1874 he came to Summerfield. Soon after 
the close of his pastorate here, he removed to 
Minnesota, where he has been Pastor Presiding 
Elder,and is now serving Trinity Church, St. Paul.

He has always been loyal to his church and full of 
zeal to fill all positions which he has held in the 
best possible manner, and his life hitherto has been 
crowned with success.

REV. SAMUEL NEWELL GRIFFITH
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Dr. Cowles has served the most important 
churches in these Conferences, with a growing 
and marked success, both as Pastor and Presiding 
Elder, and in some instances has been returned for 
a second term,after a lapse of the usual time.

His success has been very marked in all 
departments of pastoral and church work.

REV. JAMES E. GILBERT, D.D.

Born Dec. 20, 1859, in Alexander, Genesse Co., 
N.Y. His father and mother were of New England 
stock. The family removed to Buffalo, and this 
son had the advantage of the public schools,and 
passed through all grades, and graduated at the 
High School, and entered Genesee College at 
Lima, N.Y., but was compelled to leave before 
graduation, his father being poor, and needing his 
assistance.

He was engaged in teaching and preaching; within 
the bounds of the Rock River Conference till 1872, 
when he was transferred to Michigan Conference 
and stationed at Kalamazoo. After three years 
of excellent service, he came to Wisconsin 
Conference, and to Summerfield church where he 
spent two years, and accomplished a successful 
pastorate. In 1884 he joined the Minnesota 
Conference and afterward the North Dakota, and is 
now stationed at Casselton for the third year.

REV. O. J. COWLES, D.D.

He was born at New Haven, Conn.,Oct. 31, 
1836. Removed to Iowa 1853. Joined the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Dubuque, Iowa, 
1855. Graduated from Cornell College 1860; 
from Garrett Biblical Institute 1865. Joined the 
Wisconsin Conference and remained till 1880, 
being in Summerfield the last three years. Then 
joined the Kansas Conference, and in 1886, the 
Pittsburg. Received the degree of D.D. in 1880 
from the Garrett Biblical Institute.

REV. O. J. COWLES, D.D. REV. JAMES E. GILBERT, D.D.
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REV. OLIN A. CURTIS, D.D.

Was born Dec. 10, 1850 at Frankfort, Maine. His 
father was a member of the E. Maine Conference. 
The family moved to Wisconsin at the breaking 
out of the Civil War, and his father joined the 
Wisconsin Conference.

He attended the Grammar and High Schools 
in Janesville, Wis. He graduated at Lawrence 
University in June, 1877, and from the Boston 
Theological Institute in 1880. He was licensed to 
preach by Rev. P.B. Pease Jan .6, 1872. Ordained 
Deacon by Bishop Gilbert Haven at Taunton, 
Mass. Apr. 20, 1879; joined the Wisconsin 
Conference in 1880, and was stationed at Court 
St., Janesville, where he remained three years. 
He then came to Summerfield, and remained 
three years, and from here went to Germany for 
study.All through his school days, he stood in the 
foremost rank in everything that goes to make first 
class scholarship, and in his brief record as pastor 
and preacher, there are few who are his superior, 
or even his equal.

He was employed for a time in the office of the 
U.S. Commissioner and County Recorder, and 
thus acquired a taste for the law. He entered the 
office of a loading attorney in remained until the 
necessities of the family compelled him to seek 
lucrative employment. He then became City 
Editor of the Buffalo Courier, afterward, became 
Principal of one of the City Schools, remaining six 
years. Afterward removed to Dayton, O., and took 
a similar position.

In 1871, he was received into the Cincinnati 
Conference, was soon after transferred to 
Wisconsin Conference, and appointed Supt. 
of Normal Work, under the Wis. S. School 
Association; afterwards returned to the ministry 
serving churches in Cincinnati, Lexington, 
Topeka, Milwaukee, Grand Rapids, Michigan and 
Indianapolis, where he is at present stationed.

He has all this time been actively engaged in the 
advance movements of the Sunday School cause, 
holding institutes, assemblies and normal classes 
in many states, lecturing and teaching; in the same 
line.

He has written several volumes,and much for the 
magazines and. papers.

In 1844, he received the degree of D.D. from 
Cornell Colloge, Mt. Vernon, Iowa. The record of 
Dr. Gilbert during all these years, has been of the 
best in every line that he has undertaken.

REV. OLIN A. CURTIS, D.D.
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FRANK HUDSON

For many years Mr. Hudson was caretaker of 
Summerfield church, living in the building 
immediately north of the church.

He had never married, lived frugally and saved a 
considerable amount of money.

At the time of his death in 1939, he showed his 
love for Summerfield by leaving $10,000 to 
pay the mortgage on the parsonage and another 
$10,000 to establish an endowment fund from 
which we are continuing to receive benefits.

REV. E. G. UPDIKE

Was born in Enfield, Tompkins Co., N.Y., Nov. 
18th, 1850. He came with his parents to Wisconsin 
in l854, and lived near Waupun till 1870. He 
attended Wayland University, Beaver Dam, Wis. 
in 1870. Entered Lawrence University 1871, 
remained till graduation, 1875; spent one year at 
the Garrett Biblical Institute.

He was married Sept. 7, 1876 to Miss Clara P. 
Faville of Lake Mills, Wis. He entered the ministry 
and was stationed at Montello for three years. Two 
years at Lake Mills,three years at Racine, and is 
new in his second year at Summerfield Church.

His record has hitherto been of the very best, and 
though yet a young man,the church is already 
looking to him as one of its leaders.

REV. E. G. UPDIKE Frank Hudson
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 1852 • 
S.C. Thomas1  Taiping Rebellion is the bloodiest conflict of the century, leading to the deaths of 20 million people.

 1852 • 1853
J. M. S. Moxon The Platine War ends and the Empire of Brazil has the hegemony over South America.

 1853 • 1854
Jabez Brooks2 Commodore Matthew C. Perry threatens Japan with gunships, demanding open trade.

 1854 • 1855 
W. A Chapman Crimean War between France, the United Kingdom, the Ottoman Empire and Russia

 1855 • 
A. McWright Bessemer process enables steel to be mass produced.

 1855 • 1857  
S. C. Thomas1 Indian Rebellion of 1857. The British Empire takes control of India from the East India Company.

 1857 • 1859 
H. C. Tilton3 Charles Darwin publishes On the Origin of Species.

 1859 • 1860  
E. Cook4  Suez Canal begins construction.

 1860 • 1861  
J. E. Wilson5 The Pony Express started.

 1861 • 1863  
S. C. Thomas1 American Civil War between the Union and seceding Confederacy.

 1863 • 1865  
P. B. Pease6 American Civil War between the Union and seceding Confederacy.

 1865 • 1868  
S. Fallows7 Slavery is banned in the United States by the 13th Amendment to the United States Constitution.

 1868 • 1869  
H. S. White8  The United States purchases Alaska from Russia.

1

2

3

4 5 6 7
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8

9

10

 1869 • 1871 
J. Hill9   First Transcontinental Railroad completed in United States on May 10.

 1871 • 1872  
W. P. Stowe10 The Franco-Prussian War results in the unifications of Germany and Italy.

 

 1872 • 1874 
O. B. Thayer11  Yellowstone National Park, the first national park, is created.

 1874 • 1875 
C. F. Stowers12  Blue jeans and barbed wire are invented.

 1875 • 1877 

S. N. Griffith13 Great Railroad Strike in the United States may have been the world’s first nationwide labor strike.

 1877 • 1880
O. J. Cowels14  Thomas Edison invents the phonograph.

 1880 • 1883 
J. E. Gilbert 15 Gunfight at the O.K. Corral. Sitting Bull surrenders.

 1883 • 1886 
Olin A Curtis16  Mark Twain publishes The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.

 1886 • 1889 
E. G. Updike17  Construction of the Statue of Liberty; Coca-Cola is developed.

 1889 • 1890 
J. R. Creighton18  Vincent van Gogh paints Starry Night. Aspirin patented.

 1890 • 1895 
M. A. Parkhurst Basketball is invented. US forces overthrow the government of Hawaii.

 1895 • 1899 
Walter D. Cole  United States gains control of Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines after the Spanish-American War.

 1899 • 1902 
R. K. Manaton  The Boxer Rebellion in China is suppressed by an Eight-Nation Alliance.

11 12 13 14
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15

16

17

 1902 • 1907 
S. P. Young19  The congregation of Summerfield build a new church and relocate. 

 1907 • 1910 
Mathew J. Trenery First commercial radio transmissions. Ford Motor Company invents assembly line. Boy Scouts founded.

 1910 • 1921 
S. H. Anderson20 World War I. Spanish flu pandemic.

 1919 • 1921 
J. B. Rosemurgy End of Russian Civil War.

 1921 • 1928 
William Wilson21  Discovery of penicillin by Alexander Fleming.

 1928 • 1933 
Hiram Witherbee22  Wall Street crash of 1929 and the beginning of the Great Depression.

 1933 • 1934 
Monte H. Cloud  Franklin D. Roosevelt becomes President of the United States. 

  Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany.

 1934 • 1940 
O. D. Cannon  Japanese invasion of China, and the beginning of World War II in the Far East. 

  Nazi invasion of Poland triggers the beginning of World War II in Europe.

 1940 • 1948 
Robert Stansell23  World War II.

 1948 • 1952
Norman S. Ream24  The Korean War.

 1953 • 
Clifford Newham  An armistice was reached in Korea.

 1953 • 1959 
Donald Johnson25  Cuban Revolution. Beginning of the Vietnam War.

 1960 • 1967
Fred MacKenzie26 Cuban missile crisis. The Beatles’ first record. Martin Luther King delivers “I have a Dream” speech. 

18 19 20 21
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28

22

23

24

 1967 • 1969 
John Bissett  The Civil Rights Act of 1968 was passed.

 
 1969 • 1974 
Kenneth Whitney  The Nixon visit to China begins normalized relations.

 1972 • 1975 
Joseph Amico Watergate and the Fall of Saigon. 

 1974 • 1987 
William Parrish  CNN and MTV begin, John Lennon was assassinated, John Hinckley attempted to assassinate Reagan. 

 1975 • 1981 
Allen Rose United States Bicentennial, Elvis Presley died, Three Mile Island nuclear accident.

 1981 • 1988 
Pat Zealley  Nintendo Game System, Space Shuttle Challenger explodes, “Black Monday” for the Dow Jones.

 
 1988 • 1991 
Carolyn Hinshaw  Collapse of the Soviet Union, end of Cold War, Persian Gulf War.

 1991 • 1994 
Hobart Sailor The Internet.

 1994 • 2003
Carol Hackbardt 9/11 and Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

 2003 • 2009 
Don Greer27  The iPhone and iPad are released. 

 2010 •
Jennifer Emert28  Tōhoku earthquake and tsunami devastate Japan.

25 26 27
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Congregations of Summerfield
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SUMMERFIELD: a history

An Historical Sketch published in 1884 of 
Summerfield M. E. Church of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, when Dr. Olin A. Curtis was pastor, 
has inpart the following statement: 

In 1852 at the conference held in Fond du Lac, 
Bishop Ames presiding, Reverend S. C. Thomas, 
then pastor of Spring Street M. E. Church (now 
First Church) was authorized to establish a 
mission for Methodists living on the east side. 
The first members were Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell 
Spaever, Mr. and Mrs. George F. Austin, Mr. and 
Mrs. Osmond Bailey, and Mr. and Mrs. W, A. 
Chapman.

Reverend S. C. Thomas bought for four hundred. 
dollars the Universal Church which stood on 
the corner of Broadway and Michigan Streets 
and moved it to lot #10 in block 77 on Jackson 
Street, between E. Kilbourn and. E. State Streets. 
This lot had been purchased by George Austin 
and Osmond Bailey for $1,100.00. When fitted. 
up, the edifice and lot cost $2,000.00 and was 
dedicated December 1, 1852 by Reverend A. 
Hanson.

The charge appears on the minutes of the 
conference as City Mission connected with 
Grove Street on the south side. Reverend J. M. 
S. Maxon was the first pastor. (Grove Street 
Mission, afterwards known as Asbury M. E. 
Church, was the second. to be organized in 
Milwaukee. It was discontinued in 1930, its 
members having moved because of the changing 
conditions surrounding its location.)

“September 9, 1853 the Mission was made an 
independent charge named Jackson St., and 
Reverend. Jabez Brooks was appointed pastor.”

“At the conference of August 20, 1854, the 
charge was left to be supplied and was put in 
the hands of W. A. Chapman, a local preacher, 
assisted by Reverend Dr. Hunter, a retired 
minister of the Congregational Church.”

“In February 1855, Reverend. A. McWright was 
appointed regular pastor.” On August 22, 1855, 
the lot at the northwest corner of N. Van Buren 
Street and what is now the north roadway of E. 
Kilbourn Avenue was purchased. 

At the conference of August 29, 1855, Reverend 
S. C. Thomas was appointed pastor. During his 
pastorate of two years much was accomplished. 
November 26--, I855, plans for the old brick 
Summerfield edifice were adopted.

December 8, 1855, subscriptions to the amount of 
$6,000.00 had been obtained.

In 1856 the contract was Let, the Jackson Street 
property sold and by the middle of November the 
new building was enclosed.

February 3, 1857, the name was changed to 
Summerfield. February 15, the Lecture Room 
was dedicated by Reverend T. M. Eddy, D.D.. of 
Chicago.

At the conference of August 26, 1857, Reverend 
H. C. Tilton was appointed pastor, and on April 4, 
1858, the Auditorium was dedicated by Reverend 
T. M. Eddy of Chicago.

A total of $12,000.00 was subscribed, but 
the panic of 1857 and 1858 resulted in only 
$3,000.00 being paid and the church mortgage 
was foreclosed and the property ordered sold. 
Reverend S. C. Thomas, the pastor, arranged. 
for additional time, and members of the church 
went to work. Some raised vegetables and sold. 
them, some went out sewing, some did washing. 
The basement was rented out. Some addressed 
envelopes for the Northwestern Mutual Life 
Insurance Company. The interest rate in those 
days was very high.

In 1865 when Reverend P. B. Pease was pastor, 
the debt was all paid off. 

SUMMERFIELD: a history
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From 1865 to 1868, Reverend Samuel Fallows 
was pastor. He had. served with distinction 
as a Brigadier General during the Civil War. 
He later was State Superintendent of Schools 
in Wisconsin and at the time he preached the 
last Sunday morning service in the church on 
Van Buren Street on October 1, 1905, he was 
President and Presiding Bishop of the General 
Council of the Reformed Episcopal Church.

Reverend H. S. White was pastor from 1868 to 
1869, and during that year a Johnson pipe organ 
was purchased which was later moved to our 
present church.

There is no record available, other than the names 
of the pastors from 1869 to 1880.

The writer remembers hearing older members 
of the church tell of the leadership in spiritual, 
missionary, social and other organized fields of 
Christian work during the pastorates of the Dr. J. 
E. Gilbert, 1880 to 1883; Dr. Olin A. Curtis, 1883 
to 1886. In 1884 the Trustees were R. P. Elmore, 
G. F. Austin, George H. Foster, R. W. Patterson, 
J. T. Wallis, J. J. Mapel, J. Suydam, W. F. Lewis, 
J. Fitzgerald.

The Stewards were: G. L. Richards, W. J. 
Holbrook, George H. Foster, H. M. Butts, W. F. 
Lewis, J. W. Du Four, W. W. Wallis, J. R. Gregg.
Dr. Curtis for a great years was professor Drew 
Theological Seminary. He was one of Dr. Robert 
B. Stansell’s teachers when he was preparing for 
the ministry.

Dr. E. G. Updike was pastor from 1886 to 1889. 
conference in 1889 Bishop Newman removed 
Dr. Updike in spite of the unanimous protest of 
Dr. Updike, the church and the preachers in the 
district. This resulted in his accepting the pastor 
ate of the Congregational Church at Madison. 
The circumstances connected with his removal 
caused number of the most influential members 
to withdraw.

J. R. Creighton served from 1889 to 1890.
At conference it was decided to discontinue 
Farwell Avenue Church and reunite with 
Summerfield as soon as possible. Until such time 
the pulpit was “supplied”.

In order to finance the purchase of the lot on 
Farwell Avenue and pay fair putting stores under 
Summerfield Church in 1892 where the Sunday 
School room had been, the church was mortgaged 
for $18,000 and Mrs. R. P. Elmore bought the 
parsonage for $7500, thus establishing the 
Deaconess Home.

The “Panic” of 1893 upset the plan for the new 
Farwell Avenue Church, and Summerfield, even 
with the rental from the stores, had difficulty in 
carrying on.

Dr. Walter D. Cole was appointed at the 
conference of 1895 as pastor of Summerfield 
Church. He was a young man in the thirties, a 
good preacher and a wise Christian leader. 

On the third Sunday of January, 1897, most of 
the members of the Farwell Avenue Church and 
their families went to Summerfield. Others who 
lived further north on the east side transferred 
to the Oakland Avenue Church (organized in 
1891) which was a couple of blocks north of E. 
North Avenue. This building was later moved to 
the northeast of E. Park Place and N. Frederick 
Avenue in 1898 and the name was changed to 
Park Place Church. In 1919 it members became 
the nucleus of the present Kenwood Church.

In one of Dr. Cole’s sermons he made this 
statement, “People say they do this or that in 
order that they may live. As a Christian before 
God it isn’t a question of whether we live or 
whether we die; the question is how we live 
while we live.”

Reverend R. K. Manaton was then appointed and 
served for three years. He was a good preacher.
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A Christian Endeavor Society had been organized 
in Summerfield in the eighteen-eighties before 
the Epworth League was established. Reverend 
Manaton was active with fiche young people and 
led a number of study classes which were held in 
the evenings during his pastorate.

We did not have many members join us that 
were new residents in the city. Many expressed 
themselves as not liking the idea of stores in the 
church building.

At the conference of 1902, none of the ministers 
in the Wisconsin Conference who were eligible 
to fill Summerfield’s pulpit wanted to accept the 
appointment, and it seemed to Bishop Goodsell 
who presided, that he would have to make an 
appointment from outside the Conference after 
its adjournment.

Dr. Edward S. McChesney was Presiding Elder 
of the Janesville District at that time. For years 
he had been greatly interested in Summerfield 
and knew its history. His wife formerly Miss 
Fannie Hooley, had grown up in Summerfield.

When an appointment seemed impossible, 
Dr. McChesney suggested to the Bishop that he 
would release a young man from his District. 
This young man had entered the ministry at 
Salem, Illinois six years previously and had then 
transferred into the Wisconsin Conference where 
he was appointed to Lake Geneva two years 
before. He had done outstanding work in several 
ways in the two years he had been there. That is 
how Dr. Sherman P. Young came to be appointed 
pastor of Summerfield Church.

He was a man of undefeatable optimism. When 
he got to Summerfield and saw our need of a new 
church, he started to work to raise money for 
the building of one. The results were that the old 
church building and $5,000 was given in trade for 
the Old Metcalf home property at the northwest 
corner of E. Juneau Avenue and. N. Cass Street. 
The $5,000 was given by an elderly member 
of Grand Avenue Church (now known as First 
Church), Mr. J. H. Van Dyke.

Dr. Young secured subscriptions for the building 
fund from members of other nominations as 
well as from members of other Methodist 
Churches and from business men with no church 
connections.

Each group and Sunday School class in 
Summerfield was organized raise money for 
the new church fund. In the late fall of 1904 the 
ground was broken for the new church by a spade 
in the hands of Dr. Young. Dr. J. S. Lean, our 
Presiding Elder, also took part in-the ceremony, 
and a few members of the church were present. 
The spot was about the place where the east 
supporting wall of the front steps joins the front 
of the church wall, near a clump of white birch 
trees which stood about in the center of the 
corner where the shrubbery now is.

The Corner Stone was laid on Tuesday, December 
6, 1904. Bishop William F. McDowell conducted 
the service and was assisted by Dr. J. S. Lean and 
Dr. S. P. Young.

On the preceding Sunday, the pulpit in the old 
church was occupied by a former pastor, Bishop 
Samuel Fallows of the Reformed Episcopal 
Church. 

The last service of the old church was held 
Wednesday evening, October 4, 1905.

Sunday, October 8, 1905, was a bright fall day. 
It was also a great day for Summerfield 
Methodist Church. A layman, Mr. Joseph W. 
Powell, a member of the General Conference 
Commission an Aggressive Evangelism, had 
general charge of the exercises of the day and 
the plans leading up to the dedication

At 9 a. m., members and friends met at the new 
church and greeted visitors. The first service 
began at 9:30 a. m. Bishop C. C. McCabe, 
L.L.D., at that time chancellor of the American 
University, Washington, D. C., preached the 
first sermon and dedicated the new church to the 
worship of God. The sanctuary and balcony were 
filled. with people. The partition to the Sunday 
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School Room had previously been raised and 
the Sunday School Room and class rooms, and 
Sunday School balcony were filled and others 
were standing.

During the following week, Tuesday through 
Friday, services were held each evening: 
A Summerfield Church Rally; Milwaukee 
Methodism night, when Methodist ministers 
spoke; Fraternal Night, when pastors of 
neighboring Protestant Churches spoke; and 
Former Pastor’s Night, when Reverend R. K. 
Manaton led in prayer and Reverend E. G. 
Updyke, D. D., preached the sermon.

Sunday morning, October 15, Presidehnt Samuel 
Plants, L.L.D., of Lawrence College did the 
preaching, Dr. J. S. Lean, D. D., presiding Elder, 
preached in the evening.

The new church with pews and furnishings cost 
about $51,000.00 

The large “Nativity Window” on the east of the 
church is a memorial window to Mr. R. P. Elmore 
and his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Paine Elmore, given 
by their son, E. Elmore. 

The one to the north of it on the east side is a 
memorial to Mrs. Amherst W. Kellogg, long an 
active member of Summerfield.

Dr. Young served as pastor for two more years. 

Dr. M. J. Trenery was appointed in the fall of 
1907. He was a good. preacher and especially 
interested in the Sunday School. Adult classes 
were organized and Mr. Gibson, a salesman in 
business, became teacher of a young adult class 
that had an attendance of nearly fifty every 
Sunday. Most of those were new attendants at 
Summerfield and who later joined the church. 

In April of 1908, Miss Mary Groat, one of the 
active Christian young ladies of the church, died. 
On July 24, 1908, Miss Florence Hooley who had 
grown up in the church and was a consecrated 
Christian worker, was drowned at Eagle River. 

The young folks of the church gave as a 
memorial for Miss Groat the oblong Individual 
Communion service which has been used. ever 
since. As a memorial to Miss Hooley, our present 
Pulpit Desk and Communion Table were given.

In the fall of 1910, Dr. S. H. Anderson was 
appointed our pastor. He had a family of four 
children in their teens and it was a happy period 
as Summerfield was still a family church. The 
happy, wholesome home life of the whole family 
added very much to the influence of his pastorate.

Dr. Anderson was friendly, gracious, a good 
speaker and always ready, as far as possible, to 
attract folks to Summerfield. Church. In one of 
his sermons he used this sentence: “That which 
is good may become bad if it keeps one from 
something better.”

During Dr. Anderson’s pastorate the First World 
War took place, and many of our young men 
were in the service. He supervised the printing 
of a weekly paper with news of home and letter 
from the boys, which were sent to them all over 
the world, and given to folks at home too.

In 1918 the Centennial subscriptions for home 
and foreign mission work was taken and 
Summerfield. pledged over $18,000.00. 

In 1919 Summerfield and Kenwood were united 
into one circuit with Dr. Anderson preaching 
at Kenwood and Reverend J. B. Rosemurgy as 
associate pastor preaching at Summerfield. As a 
good many members had moved to the upper east 
side, it was thought by many that it was time to 
develop a strong church at Kenwood and make 
the Summerfield building the center of the Good-
will enterprise. The Goodwill Industry came 
to Milwaukee as the direct result of work by 
members of the Gibson class at Summerfield.

Reverend. John B. Rosemurgy was a young man 
of unusual ability in the pulpit bath in depth of 
and eloquence.
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At the conference at Sheboygan in 1921 in 
response to the desire of those still attending 
Summerfield, Bishop Mitchell terminated 
the union of the two churches and appointed 
Reverend William Wilson as our pastor.

He had a hard job ahead of him. He preached 
direct from the heart in a way a child could 
understand. The morning services had a good 
attendance and the evening services had over a 
hundred present. 

The debt of $19,500.00 was paid off. Part of 
the money came from selling the house at the 
north of the church. The church was redecorated 
and during the last year of Reverend Wilson’s 
pastorate in 1928, our present parsonage was 
built.

Many of those who joined Summerfield during 
Reverend Wi1son’s pastorate were young people 
who had recently come to the city. 

Reverend H. S. Wetherbee, a kindly thoroughly 
Christian man was appointed to Summerfield 
1928. He and his family were the first to live 
in the new parsonage. He preached a good 
Gospel sermon. The last several years of his 
pastorate were during the depression. During that 
time many of our members were embarrassed 
financially which made it difficult for the church 
to raise its budget. However they all pulled 
together and made the church the center of their 
interest.

In 1933, Reverend M. H. Cloud was appointed to 
Summerfield. He was a good preacher and added 
some members to the church. He had spent nearly 
all of his years in the ministry in the northern part 
of the Conference, and at the end of the year, he 
asked to be reappointed into that section.

Reverend O. D. Cannon was appointed in 
1934. He was good preacher with dignity and a 
desire for the artistic in church worship and its 
surroundings.

In 1935, the Immanuel Methodist Church, 
located. north side off Center Street east of N. 
Palmer Street, was united with Summerfield. 
It had been organized as a German Methodist 
Church in 1882. Not many came from Immanuel, 
but those who did are among the most 
consecrated workers in our church today.

Some years previous to the union of Immanuel 
with Summerfield, Mrs. Ida Wagner (the 
oldest member of Immanuel Church) gave as a 
memorial her appreciation of what her church 
meant to her the round Individual Communion 
Service which we are also using in Summerfield 
at present. 

During Reverend Cannon’s pastorate the 
church was redecorated, the heating system was 
modernized, the front lawn was landscaped, 
the organ was rebuilt, and the main Sunday 
School room was converted into a parlor with 
furnishings in keeping with such a room.

In 1939, Mr. Frank Hudson, who up to a few 
years before his death had been the church 
caretaker for a great many years, died leaving the 
church enough money to pay off the mortgage of 
$10,000 on the parsonage and also established an 
endowment fund of several thousand dollars.
Dr. Robert B. Stansell was appointed in 1940 and 
was pastor for eight years part of which time was 
during the II World War. He was a good preacher 
with well-balanced judgement, gracious in his 
attitude to all in the church, and was sought after 
as a speaker by other churches and organizations. 
Many members were added to the church during 
his pastorate which could be designated, “An era 
of Christian Good Will.” He retired as an active 
Methodist minister at the conference of 1948, 
having reached the retiring age.

Our present pastor, Reverend Norman S. Ream 
was appointed in 1948 and has been an all-around 
pastor ever since. He is a good preacher, hard 
worker, and a splendid adult class Sunday School 
teacher.
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We now have about 520 church members -- the 
largest number in Summerfield’s history. Several 
times the morning services have been televised.

In the Booklet that was published at the time of 
our Centennial Celebration, May 18 to 25, 1952, 
Reverend Ream wrote the following statement 
regarding the Chapel which was dedicated by 
Bishop H. Clifford Northcott, Sunday morning, 
May 25, 1952: “Desiring to commemorate in 
some suitable way one hundred years of faithful 
service to the community, the members of 
Summerfield Methodist Church agreed to provide 
a small chapel to be dedicated to the glory of 
God, and to the memory of all those men and 
women who have served him in this church. 
Subscriptions were made by church members and 
friends who desired in this way to memorialize 
loved ones and to provide a place of worship 
for youth, a setting of beauty and reverence for 
weddings and baptisms, and a source of strength 
and courage for all.” 

The wives of the pastors’ have not been 
mentioned, but their encouragement, 
understanding, patience, and hard work has in no 
small degree been responsible for the sustaining 
Christian comfort that Summerfield Church 
has had in the hearts of its members and the 
community through the century.

Here is additional interesting history pertaining to 
Summerfield. Church.

The first “Quarterly” meeting of Milwaukee 
Methodism in the carpenter shop of W. A. and L. 
S. Kellogg in 1837, This shop was built on posts 
over a marsh on a lot at the southeast corner of 
what is now N. Water Street and E. Huron Street. 
Services were held there for several years.

The writer of this account remembers very 
distinctly hearing Brother Amherst W. Kellogg, 
the son of one of the owners of the carpenter 
shop, tell, with tears running down his cheeks, 
how one Sunday while a worship service was 
being held in his father’s shop, some men 
who did not believe in the Protestant way of 

worshipping God, broke up the service, and his 
father was struck in the face causing it to bleed.

The Methodist group, however, continued to hold 
services there.

In 1839, Morgan L. Martin (a partner of Solomon 
Juneau) donated the lot on the east side of N. 
Broadway next to the northeast corner of E. Wells 
Street for the building of a Methodist Church. 
On this lot, on the east side of Milwaukee, the 
first Methodist Church in Milwaukee was erected 
and dedicated May 28, 1841. It had seats for 200 
people.

By 1844, the first church building was not large 
enough to seat all that wished to attend, so the lot 
at the northwest corner of Plankinton Avenue and 
W. Wisconsin Avenue was secured and a church 
built that would seat 600 people. 

According to an old account of early Methodism, 
those living on the east side desired to rebuild on 
the east side, “because the west side population 
was limited” but with true Christian spirit, they 
went along with the others and built in Kilbourn 
Town.

There was so much rivalry in those days 
between the Juneau Settlement and those on 
the west side that a few years previously when 
Kilbourn subdivided the land west of the river, 
he purposely layed it out so that the streets of his 
subdivision would not conform with those laid 
out in Juneau Town, and for awhile bridges were 
not built.

Mr. Robert W. Patterson joined Summerfield 
with his mother when he was 21 years old during 
Summerfield’s first year. He was an active 
member of the church for 66 years, having the 
longest record of continuous membership of any 
one in the history of Summerfield.

In 1869, the first Woman’s Missionary Society 
in Milwaukee and Wisconsin and the second 
in the entire United States was organized in 
Summerfield Church, Mrs. E. S. McChesney 
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(then Miss Fannie Hooley) was the first 
corresponding secretary.

In the Eighteen eighties, the Stone Baptismal 
Fount which for so many years had its place 
back of the Altar Rail to he used when needed, 
was given by four of the ladies of the church 
-- Mrs. M. Austin, Mrs. Jane Follensby, Mrs. M. 
Patterson (the mother of Mr. R. W. Patterson) and 
Mrs. H. Talmadge. Their last names are cut in the 
base of the stone.

Mrs. R. W. Patterson was directly responsible for 
the establishing of the Protestant Home for the 
Aged (now at 2449 N. Downer Avenue) in 1883. 
Her daughter Miss Amelia. A. Patterson, after 
many years of unselfish Christian service at both 
Summerfield and Kenwood churches as well as in 
many other ways, has recently entered the Home 
for the Aged at the age of 89.

Reverend Winfred D. Cox was courting a young 
lady, Miss Elizabeth Simmons, in Summerfield 
about 1879. He was converted in a revival 
meeting in the old church, married Miss 
Simmons, entered the ministry, and had forty 
effective years in this Conference, serving both 
Kingsley and Simpson Churches in Milwaukee.

Reverend Douglas O. Anderson, during the 
pastorate of his father, Dr. S. H. Anderson at 
Summerfield, prepared for the ministry; and so 
far he has had 32 years of effective service in 
churches of this Conference. He is now pastor at 
Ripon.

Mr. Robert Meyer, who has grown up in 
Summerfield Church, is now attending Drew 
Theological Seminary. May God guide him and 
his wife, Mildred, in their ministry.

The Official Board and other officers at the time 
that this church was built were:

Official Board: J. R. Gregg, B. A. Lawrence, A. 
W. Kellogg, E. W. Olds, R. W. McVety, E. E. 
Warner, T. H. Marsh, H. M. Battin, George T. 
Hooley, H. N. Cole, William Korbmacher, D. 

D. Events, Miss Elnette Weller, Miss Mary E. 
W. Bowes, Miss Lottie B. Owen, J. G. Lee, J. J. 
Brook, Walter Bender, S. H. Hooley.
Building Committee: J. R. Gregg, Chairman H. 
M. Battin, T. H. Marsh, B. A. Lawrence, A. W. 
Kellogg.

Treasurer of Building Fund: George T. Hooley

Sunday Schoo Officers: R. W. McVety, Supt.; 
T. T. Churchill, Ass’t Supt.; S. Rowe, Organist; 
Cecil A. Holmes, Librarian.

Christian Society: Miss Mary L. McChesney, 
President; Bradford A. Lawrence, Jr., Vice 
President; Miss Ellen Larson, Sec’y; Cecil 
A. Homes, Treasurer; Miss Lottie Owen, Cor. 
Sec’y; Miss Louise Rowe, Organist; Miss Meda 
F. Robertson (Deaconess) Junior Supt; Ralph L. 
Lawrence, Intermediate Supt.

The Social Workers: Mrs. R. W. Patterson, 
President; Mrs. W. J. Holbrook, 1st Vice 
President; Mrs. J. J. Brook, 2nd Vice President; 
Mrs. C. B. Dockum, Sec’y; Mrs. S. H. Hooley, 
Treasurer.

The Spring after our church was finished, Miss 
Mary Bowes’ Sunday School class of girls in 
their middle teens, planted the vines around 
the church that help to add to its beauty in the 
Summer time. 

Miss Mary Bowes was also chairman of the 
committee that procured the box with its 
contents which was placed in the Corner Stone. 
The contents were The Northwestern Christian 
Advocate, Daily Local papers, several coins 
and stamps, a record of the old church and the 
program for the new with a list of members at 
that time.

A list of Summerfield’s 270 members was 
published in 1900. Only two who were members 
then are still members -- Miss Elsie Wallace and 
Ralph L. Lawrence.
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In the early Eighteen-eighties, the Christian 
Endeavor Society was organized as an 
Interdenominational organization for Christian 
young people in the Protestant churches. One was 
organized in at that time and was continued for 
nearly thirty-five years. The active membership 
pledge was followed conscientiously by most of 
those who took it and was a source of Christian 
growth and development in the lives of many 
young people. Our meeting was at 6:30 Sunday 
evenings. The songs were of an Evangelistic 
nature. The young people took part in prayer, 
scripture reading or quotation and personal 
testimony or remarks on the subject of the 
evening. Many stayed. to the evening 
preaching service.

Before the new church, Socials were held 
in homes of members every two months on 
week day evenings. Besides these meetings 
there were sleigh rides and very often in the 
Summer, Saturday gatherings of picnics on 
Lake Michigan, ending in the crowd singing 
around camp fires. Often there were boat 
excursions on a Saturday afternoon to Racine. 
On the way home many would join in singing 
both popular and Gospel songs.

With the new church our socials were held in the 
church.

The young people assisted in services at the 
Protestant Home for the Aged and the Rescue 
Mission. They also assisted by singing at the 
County Jail on Sunday mornings in services held 
under the direction of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union.

Some of those who have had. a part as soloists, 
choir leaders, or organists since the reuniting of 
the Farwell Avenue Church with Summerfield are 
as follows:

For several years Mrs. John E. Puelicher was the 
soloist. Then Mr. Puelicher conducted a choir. 
Mr. Carl Waterman, later at Lawrence College, 
was soloist for a period. 

From 1908 to 1913 or 1914 while Mr. Carleton 
H. Bullis was majoring in music at Milwaukee 
Normal School and Northwestern University, he 
played the organ and directed the choir. For a 
great many years he has been at the head of the 
“Harmony and Theory” Department of Baldwin-
Wallace College at Berea, Ohio. He could 
bring out the power and beauty that was in the 
mellowed deep base pipes that had been brought 
over in the old organ from the old church. The 
action rattled, but the power and tone were there. 
The choir was mostly young in their twenties 
who had grown up in the church.

Through the summers in recent years, we have 
had soloists who have brought to us the Gospel 
message in song in a worshipful way.

Through the rest of the year the choir under 
the direction of Mrs. Robert Dumke, with 
the harmonious cooperation of Mrs. Elmer 
Perschbacher at the organ, has led the 
congregational singing in an inspiring way 
and in the singing of the anthems has given us 
a fitting background to the morning sermons.

The old Metcalf home faced on Juneau Avenue. 
The front of it was about in the middle of where 
the church now is. It was moved back to its 
present location and used as a parsonage for the 
balance of the pastorate of Dr. Young. After that 
it was rented and used as a rooming house until it 
was sold about 1923.

The real reason that the parsonage is on the front 
of the lot was to leave as much room as possible 
to enlarge the church when the time comes that 
additional room is needed.

So many faithful Christians have done their part 
in different phases of the work of the church that 
the memory of them is beautiful. The ladies who 
have been and are in charge of serving meals; 
those who planned and took part in the religious 
and educational phases of the church work; the 
men who have been and are devoting their time 
in the evenings to make the church more useful 
and inspiring to others; those who through long 
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years, or those who have just started to teach, in 
the Sunday School or in other ways help in the 
ministry of Summerfield church -- have all been 
serving God.

Two sisters many years ago took two classes in 
the Sunday School. Miss Nina. O. Owen’s class 
were boys who met, after we moved into this 
church, in the room now used as the pastor’s 
office. Miss Lottie B. Owen took a class of girls 
who, after we moved into this church, had a class 
room opening into the main Sunday School room. 
They prayed for, worked. for, and prepared for, 
the year around the spiritual, physical, and that 
mysterious something that is called “Happiness”, 
for the members of their classes. 

As years went on, the classes became grown-up 
young people. As one by one a class member 
became a teacher or for other reasons left their 
classes, other young men and young women 
joined in their places. The loving interest of these 
teachers followed their former class members 
through the years.

May 18-21-25, 1952

Summerfield’s Centennial

(“Duke Street” time #21 Methodist Hymnal)

1
Let us give thanks and praises sing
To God our Father, Lord and King;
As joyfully to all we tell
Of Summerfield’s Centennial.

2
Within this church we’ve worshipped Thee,
Heard of Thy love -- Eternity --
Now consecrate us God, we pray,
To better serve Thee every day.

3
Holy Spirit, guide us we pray.
Lead us, as Christ showed us the way,
Help us love God and neighbor well,
Bless Summerfield’s Centennial.

words by Ralph Lane Lawrence

Summerfield’s best years are ahead in the New 
Century

Amen

Ralph Lane Lawrence

(Member since February 21, 1897)

Summerfield’s Centennial
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1852 - 2012
Summerfield Church has a 160 year unbroken history of congregational 

worship. In serving thousands of people, it has remained a center for 

social justice and the birthplace of several community institutions.

Historical Timeline of Summerfield, a Methodist Church

1852

Summerfield UMC began as a Mission Church 
of the Spring Street Church (First Church) for 
Methodists living East of the Milwaukee River. It 
later began formal worship at 528 North Jackson 
Street. The Universal Church at Broadway Street 
and Michigan Street was purchased and moved to 
Jackson Street, between Kilbourn (Biddle) Street 
and East State Street. It was dedicated December 
1, 1852 by Rev. A. Hanson.

1854

Members of the Summerfield congregation joined 
with the abolitionist Sherman Booth and broke 
into a Milwaukee jail to free escaped slave Joshua 
Glover. Their efforts also assisted his flight to 
Canada through the Underground Railroad.

1855  
A lot was purchased on North Van Buren Street 
and Biddle street. The Jackson Street property 
was sold and a new church was built in November 
1856 for the growing congregation.

1857

The congregation moved to the corner of Biddle 
(now Kilbourn) Street and Van Buren Street. 
It was officially renamed “Summerfield” after 
after Rev. John Summerfield, an Irish Methodist 
preacher.

1865  
Lucy Bethia Huntington, wife of Summerfield 
pastor and former Civil War general Samuel 

Fallows, helped to establish the Soldiers Aid 
Society and was a patron of Milwaukee’s Soldiers 
Home. This was the birthplace of federal veteran 
care in America, one of the last legislative acts by 
President Lincoln before his assassination.

1869

The first Women’s Foreign Missionary Society in 
Milwaukee and Wisconsin, and the second in the 
United States was organized at Summerfield. This 
later evolved into the United Methodist Women.

1884

Mrs. R. W. Patterson, a Methodist member of 
the Summerfield Church and president of the 
“Women’s Working Band” founds a protestant, 
non-sectarian “Home for the Aged” on the Van 
Buren Street. This later became the Milwaukee 
Protestant Home for the Aged in 1892.

1890

The old parsonage at 186 Biddle Street was sold 
to the Elmore family, who were members of 
Summerfield. It was used as a home for retired 
Deaconesses (“Elmore Home”). Years later, 
the Milwaukee Deaconess Home became the 
Methodist Manor.

1902

Summerfield pastor, Dr. Sherman Young, saw 
the need to move the church to a location further 
north. The Metcalf Mansion, located on the corner 
of Cass Street and Juneau Avenue, was purchased 
by Summerfield and moved 60 feet north from 
Juneau Avenue to its present location, making 
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room for what would eventually be Summerfield 
Church. The mansion was used as the Church 
parsonage for several years.

1904

The present place of worship was built and 
dedicated.

1906

The Christian Endeavor Society was organized at 
Summerfield the year it became an international 
organization for Christian young people. 
It was active at Summerfield for 35 years, and 
succeeded by the Epworth League, until that was 
superseded by the Methodist Youth Fellowship.

1911

Evangelical United Brethren (EUB) worship was 
begun on Van Buren Street, among Milwaukee’s 
Italian population.

1919

Pastor H.S. Anderson went to Boston to learn 
about the Goodwill Industries. He reported his 
findings to 50 members of the Adult Sunday 
School Class. They sponsored the work and 
foundation of Goodwill Industries in the basement 
of the Summerfield at 728 East Juneau Avenue. 
Some time later Oliver Friedman, a member of 
that Adult Sunday School Class, became the 
director of the citywide Goodwill Industries.

1928

A new parsonage was built at 722 East Juneau 
Street, immediately west of the church.

1929

A new church was built in the 1500 block of Astor 
Street for the EUB congregation.

1929

First Community Church and Summerfield 
Church merged, forming the Summerfield United 
Methodist Church in the 728 East Juneau building.

1935

Immanuel Methodist Church (Center Street) 
closed, and its congregation merged with 
Summerfield.

1968

The national EUB and Methodist churches 
merged, and the Astor Street EUB congregation 
merged with Summerfield.

1970s - 2000s

Summerfield remained involved with various local 
initiatives that promoted social justice within the 
community. This included a church remodel to 
provide wheelchair access, and the monthly Open 
Doors program for seniors.

2011

Summerfield began its weekly Meal Outreach 
program, feeding and supporting the homeless and 
poor of Milwaukee.




